|
Korth Combat Revolver, $4,700:

REVOLVERS |

The Ultimate Conditional Buy

This production gun hails from the land of Mercedes and BMW, and its
similarly Teutonic performance speaks for itself. But can you stand the
price tag that this quality demands?

GUN TESTS we often speak
of features and modifications

/ \t that push the performance

of a given design futher up the
pyramid. What is this pyramid and why
is it so important? Atop the pyramid is
where al parts combine to produce the
greatest possible results. Often the
ability to climb the pyramid is linked
directly to money. Most guns hover
about midway up the pyramid in
performance, function and appearance
because they are priced in terms of
available markets, i.e. your pockets and
mine. But what if a firearm was
produced without a price point in
mind? How much would such agun (in
this case a 4inch combat revolver)
cost?

The Korth Combat Magnum, $4,700,
comes as close to answering this
question as any production gun ever
has. The Korth is a six-shot double-
action revolver with the option of
sngle-action fire chambered for .38
Specid and .357 Magnum in a package
the size of the Smith & Wesson L-
frame. To find out why this revolver
costs more than four times as much
money as the most expensive revolvers
in its frame design, we tested a Korth,
avalable from Korth USA in
Tewksbury, Massachusetts, (978) 851-
8656.

The Korth gun takes about four
months to build, mainly because 70
percent of it is assembled by hand in
Germany. Plus, the Korth is not made
from typica sted. We did get the
Korth representative to utter the exact
words describing the kind of steel used,
but we agreed to use only the word
"proprietary.” Most gun
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By virtue of
its price
tag, the
Korth
Combat
Revolver
isn't for
everyone.
Butitis a
superb gun,
for which
we found
no product
to compare
it against.

makers do not offer a hardness rating of the
sted they use, but whatever this number in
most case may be, it islikely dwarfed by the
Korth rating of 60 on the Rockwell scale.

We found the blueing on the Korth to be
both luxurious and strong. The key, we
were told, was the preparation of the stedl
(another proprietary process) and hand
finishing. One thing we can say is that the
Korth stayed clean longer than any other
revolver we have ever seen, and deposits of
lead and powder seemed to leave the gun of
their own accord. In fact, over the course of
300 rounds we never used a pure solvent to
clean this gun. Maintenance consisted of
applying a cleaner lubricant from Kleen
Bore, Formula 3 Gun Conditioner as
recommended by Korth. For scrubbing we
used an ovesized nylon bore brush
(intended for .40 S&W). Everything
gleamed.

While the Korth uses a barrel of standard
and not polygond rifing a many
European-built firearms favor,

severa other features are unique. There
is but one visible seam on the frame of
the Korth, just below the windage
adjustment screw on the left side
However, you will have to look very
carefully to find it. The matching of the
gjector star to the rear of the cylinder is
only dightly more obvious. The Korth
revolver was completely devoid of any
tool marks throughout. The chrome
barrel protrudes from the jacket, which is
fully underlugged and vented on top. The
front gght is a long ramp design
anchored by a chrome pin with fine
serration to avoid glare. The rear
assembly is a low-mount design and
beveled on the edges to avoid snagging,
but the sight picture was excellent.

The rear assembly is fully adjustable for
windage with only minor adjustment
avalable in eevation. The hammer tang
is wide and serrated, but kept short and
out of the way. The flat sides of the
hammer and the trigger are findy
machined
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and match other chrome accent points
such as the gector rod, crane release,
frame pins and trigger adjustment screw.
Yes, the trigger is adjustable from the
outside the frame.

The grip is a Karl Nill product made
exclusively for Korth. Ours was made of
walnut, which is just one of 20 different
available woods. The grip is held in place
by a recessed screw and pins into the
frame. It is a one-piece item, and though it
favors the right-handed shooter with a
thumb rest, the left-handed shooter will
not find this feature to interfere in any
way. Releasing the cylinder involves
pushing forward the lever just right of the
hammer. Careful fitting alow these two
levers to seat next to each other without
binding.

Another point of close tolerance is that
of the cylinder gap. We measured the
Korth's to be 0.003 inch. Many revolvers
leave the factory with a small space
between the face of the cylinder and the
forcing cone, but only the finest
machining of the hardest metals will
ensure that this gap will not grow over
extended use. We could not discern any
change in the gap over the course of our
test.

Cleaning of individual chambers is
made easier by removing the crane and
cylinder assembly. On a common
revolver, removing the crane is
discouraged because each time this is
done the strength of hold between the
locating screw and the frame, if not the
condition of the screw head itself, can be
eroded. This can also lead to deterioration
of the cylinder gap as well. To solve this
Korth has devised a push button release
system that maintains a consistent fit
without relying upon the torque of a
screw. The need for this system is the
precursor to the availability of
interchangeable cylinders that allow the
revolver to fire more than one caliber. The
face of the barrel lug also shows a fitting-
plug, which releases the barrel shroud.

Korth is now developing multi-caliber
revolvers for shooters in countries where
people may not own many guns. Outside
the United
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KORTH 4-INCH .357 COMBAT MAGNUM, $4,700
® GUN TESTS RECOMMENIDATION: CONDITIONAL BUY ®
- _— 94in—tength '
4.0in. Barrd Length

6.5 Sight Radius

I —

25in.
Front Strap
Height

X 1
COSMETICS
FINISH FINISH Blue This is a magnificent
revolver, but the price tag
MATERIALS is beyond most shooters’
CYLINDER Steel reach.
FRAME Steel The chrome
GRIP WOOd barrel
protrudes
ADDITIONAL MEASUREMENTS from the
WEIGHT (EMPTY) 40 oz. jacket, which
CAPACITY 6 is fully
TRIGGER PULL WEIGHT DA 10.5 Ibs. underlugged
TRIGGER PULL WEIGHT SA  2.75 Ibs. and vented on
TRIGGER SPAN DA 3.31n. top.
TRIGGER SPAN SA 2.9in.
WIDTH (MAX) 1.81n.
SIGHT RADIUS 5.8in.
GRIP THICKNESS (MAX) 15in.

GRIP CIRCUMFERENCE (MAX)3.3in.

OTHER INFORMATION
WARRANTY Lifetime
CONTACTKorth USA (978) 851-8656

Releasing the cylinder involves
pushing the lever just right of the
hammer forward (arrow).
i 3 Only one visible seam shows on the
/ frame of the Korth. just below the
windage adjustment screw on the left
side. The mottled appearance is oil
on the frame.

July 2002



States, where the frame constitutes a
firearm, it is the barrd and cylinder that
are the defining parts. Whereas there is a
limit to the number of firearms a person
can own in Germany, for example,
changing the barrd and cylinder is a
loophole in the law that alows the owner
to in effect own extra guns. In the mean
time, being able to remove the cylinder
without toolsis a luxury.

But how far up the function and
accuracy pyramids does dl this tech
nology put the Korth revolver? Pretty
high, it would appear from our testing. We
found three effective ways to fire the
Korth. At the plate racks, you could pull
the trigger straight through. At the bench
rest, we tested 25-yard accuracy from both
sngle action and dso by staging the
trigger. It would appear that this revolver
was designed asiif it were meant for Pdlice
Pistol Competition (PPC). This is an
accuracy game that predates modem
Practicd Shooting and is dill widey
practiced today.

One firing technique is to find the last
increment of double-action trigger pull
and then begin a controlled press. The
Korth is perfect for this technique. The
trick is to put more finger than usua
across the trigger and curl the tip back
until it makes contact with the frame.
Then finish the stroke with a slow press.
We were able to master this technique
without spending a dime on ammunition
by dry-firing the Korth a the Beam Hit
home laser target system, (800) 232-6448.
This mounts a laser device, fully
adjustable for windage and elevation, into
the barrel. A dot travels to the target
screen each time the hammer falls. For
pulling straight through, we held the gun
so that little more than the tip of the finger
rested on the trigger.

But it was the dngle-action trigger that
was truly remarkable. When we thumbed
the hammer back, it nearly touched the
trigger stop. Single-action travel measured
only 0.011 inch and weighed a light but
predictable 2.75 pounds. There was no
hint of creep or grit in ether the sngle- or
double-action triggers.

Our test ammun-
ition was a mixture of
od fashioned and
sonic of the latest
cartridges. By old we
mean the standby .38
Specid 148-grain lead
wadcutter target
round, in this case
from Black Hills Am
munition. Also from
Black Hills we chose

the 158-gran .357
Magnum jacketed
hollow-point. Our

other two magnum
choices were the
Winchester USA 110-
grain JHP and Federd
Premium Personal D e
f e n s e hollowpoints
weighing 130 grains.
We fet the Korth

liked the faster,
harder-cased jacketed
ammunition better

than the leadtopped
rounds. After a long
series of lead
wadcutter shots, the
Korth’'s accuracy
improved the more we
shot the  hotter
jacketed dugs. We

ACCURACY AND CHRONOGRAPH DATA

Winchester USA .357 Mag. Korth
110-grain JHP Combat Revolver
Average Velocity at 10 ft. 1,280 fps
Standard Deviation 23 fps
Muzzle Energy 401 ft.-Ibs.
Smallest Group at 25 yds. 0.7 in.
Largest Group Size 1.8in.
Average Group Size 1.3in.
Federal Premium .357 Mag. Korth
130-grain JHP Personal Defense Combat Revolver
Average Velocity at 10 ft. 1,488 fps
Standard Deviation 21 fps
Muzzle Energy 640 ft.-Ibs.
Smallest Group at 25 yds. 1.3in.
Largest Group Size 1.6in.
Average Group Size 15in.
Black Hills .38 Speclal Korth
148-grain Match Wadcutter Combat Revolver
Average Velocity at 10 ft. 734 fps
Standard Deviation 14 fps
Muzzle Energy 177 ft.-lbs.
Smallest Group at 25 yds. 1.4 in.
Largest Group Size 2.2 in.
Average Group Size 1.8 in.
Black Hills .357 Mag. Korth
158-graln JHP Combat Revolver
Average Velocity at 0ft. 1,391 fps
Standard Deviation 23 fps
Muzzle Energy 679 ft.-Ibs.
Smallest Group at 25 yds. 1.6 in.
Largest Group Size 2.2 in.
Average Group Size 1.9 in.

dill managed to average 1.8-inch
groups with the lead wadcutters and
1.9-inch groups with the 158-grain JHP
cartridge. In terms of weight and de-
sign, these are two rounds from the
earliest years of .38/.357 revolver.

The Korth is definitely a modern
design, and it liked the newer rounds
much better. Keeping in mind that the
Korth printed five-shot groups that
averaged under 2 inches at 25 yards
across the board, its best performance
was with Federd’s latest hollowpoint,
and the speedy 110-grain bullet
resulted in more than
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one sub-1-inch group. How hard is it
to find performance like this in
today’ s 4inch wheelguns? Long-bar-
reled guns with target sights would
have a better chance (GT May 1999,
February 2001).

Gun Tests Recommends
 Korth Combat Magnum,
$4,700. Conditional Buy. This
revolver is accurate, beautifully
made, and will likdy last a
lifetime, perhaps severd. But its
cost is bresthtaking. If you can
afford it, we have no doubt it will
pleese and ddight you. If you
can't, we completdy understand.
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